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THE SPRING DUCK SHOOTING

|
The Editor, Brewer and Lawger in the

Bandhill Marshes,

—

|
BLACKSTONE GETS A CRACK AT A WOLT

‘"‘gﬂl of the Nall Players ~Prellminacy
Work at Iﬁo Park~All Showing Up
Well=The Spring Sehedale
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peeted,  There  wax  but  trifiiog  dndue
ment  for the  wingsd  hordes o lny
Off here When on 1o thoe north, in meas
ureloss grandear, stretielh vasl expanses of
witer and toeming  fecding  grounde, 1]
stinetively, or in acrial vision, the birds d
tont this, and it han only been from shver
nocexsity of rest, or Indifferencs to fattod
lands, that canvasbuck, redhead or mallared
has dropped down in whilom  haonts  for
briel tarrying

the facts whilch always presn

These are
thomselves o tho true sportsmoan, the one
wiho poes forth to learn, ag the scholae o
to sehoul, and be MWle suceess whnt It muy
hie never ho s irrecoverably regrotful o
finds hilx annual outlng just an glorlous, just
a4 Bonefieial, ae f the Birds swari In [nguon
al markh ax plentitul as the eleadsa wwarm
I July's burning sun. Me never fails to find
shooling enough Lo Keéep the blood In healthy
clrenlption, and gots what game he actusily
wints, even though it regoires a Hitle hoarder
Inhor than common. It I8 wot the trm
Kportsman who Is disappointed in timen like
these, but that cluss who only eare to hear
the roar of their guns and to whom a eom
minghing with nature Is a positive bare un
lesg thelr murderous instinets can be con-
stantly appeased, When the Killing ceases
thelr enjoyment I8 ot an end.  Dut to the
other class, an outlngg I8 an outing wlways
glorious, Incomparable sport, The sky never
looks bluer, the grass greener or woler
brighter, than whoen onee pdreift in marsh or
mendow, To him Ig welcome every sigit
and every sound that comes from earth or
alr. Nothing can compare with his happt
ness, nothing W6 half so stireing, hall so
grand or exhilarating. A tramp afield with
the multifarious perfumes of budding  land
and purgling stream, the musie of bird and
breege, and the flutter of reviving lfe of all
Kinds, flling nll hiz sensis, I8 the very acme
of mentsl wnd physical delight, the intenser
pleasures of 1fe, ever spread before him with
o boneficent hoand, He s o lover of nature
—the true sportsinan. His tastes are In-
herited  and inbred, amd successful or un
euceesafitl In the baser sl of destruction,
he would not exchange one day's sweet com-
mune  with all witdoors for weeks and
monthsg of the ordinary pastimes which en-
grogs mankind., Opee a sportsmian, dlways
u sportsman, and the whole twelve months
contialng no joy so supreme as the hour when
e dens the picturesque ralment of his
voeation and sallies forth upon his anoual
outlng,

Soft and showery April |ls now upon us,
and the shooting =endon 8 on the wane,
In the recdy marshes ont ot Hamilton's, at
Lugenbeel and the upper Platte, the musk-
rat houses are aflont in rising waters, whil»
the rats themselvey are cutting high didoes
in sun and starlight, untrammeled by oo or
snow, cleaying the warming waters in their
mad love chases, and whimpering plaintively
In the excess of vernal pleasures. With
raucous clamor, the wild fowl have up and
sped away to thelr breeding haunts of the
farther north. Stragglers lnger, of course
and yonder an old mallard ben, In her har-
monizing colors of yellowlsh brown, cite the
gmooth surface above submerged thngle of
flag and splatterdock, into feathery wokes,
consting the sedgy shores in quest of Inggard
compaticns, poking into this nook, craning
into that, as Il actually contemplating the
assumption of maternal cares. A palr of
blue-wing teal rise to flight with a splash
from out a ferzy cove =g you advance, the
gwarming blackbirda 01 the swaying reeds
or dart in erratle showers In thls MHreeetlon
and  that, Nlling the lazy alr with thelr
tinkling notes, and confusing both sight and
hearing, while all about you, from drift of
hay and leaves and weeds, wells up the
crackling croak of awakening frogs, aud the
break in the greenlsh waters tell where bass
or plekerel disports Wils graceful saape. The
sweet and grateful fragrance of thawing soll
and starting vegetntion crowds the nostrils,
and from every slde rings the pean of re-
turning spring, the swash of the wind-pushed
waters to the it of melody from meadow
lark and beYolink. Nature ls fast recover-
Ing from the tousling and mussy condition
glven her by the rougher pluy of wintry
blasts, The distant hills are putting on an
emerald tinge, as viewed through half-closed
eyes; Lhe yellow grass s gresning at the
roots, and along lake shore and rippling rill
froudous sprays are peeping forth, the wiole
catehing o golden gleam from tye lustre of
unclouded sun, The tall, naked stulks of
rice and cano are yet arrayed in graceful
tracery, yot bending before the new lite of
the budding year,

No sweeter days are there than these of
early April, filled with thelr soft alrs and
roothing sounds, the dreary groy of the
whole landseape blending with the dawning
eolors of the bridal garments of another
EChson,

I gol back from my spring hunt o week
Rgo, after spending ten most enfoyable days

At Hamllton's cosy hosteley in the Denel |

county  sandhills.,  Charller Metz and Wil
Slweral were with me, and, while the shoot-
Ing was the poorest ever koown here, we
profited Ly every woment spent there, and
returngd to the clty bronzed and v!gorous, and
nearly an woll satlefled as If we had brought
n earlond of ducks along with us instend of u

few dogen. M course we took a Pullman L | house wite could make it from the s Wy

Lakeside, and over the delightful B, & M,
the trip was & most enjoyable one We
Brrived at the statlon early on the morning
of the 17th Mijor Mackey and Colonel
Sutton,. two of Hamilton's assistants, (n big
Wagons, were awalting  us, and  after o
bhounteous breakfast at the Driggs house we

ghouting even In this |

mmamas VIDENTLY the
j spring wild  fowl i

tell weeks pen .m‘.‘

now fiy In his wake, an with inereasing
celerity he lengthened out his long, gauant

{ form  until all wa eonld dincern
| was a ¥treak of gray against the background

i Wit He quickly reached & stestoh f
brown rushes bordeting some aballow Jake's
b and the noxt second was buried [rom
"IE-I"l

“There has boen a power of wolves Doyt
14re - this winter," obxerved Mackey, "‘and
1hey 1 Killed 1ot of good eattie

Yoy don't tell me that they Kill eattls,
16. yon? Indaulred the Khowledge seaking

Brewer, an he rélighted his clgar.

‘Yee, Indeed they will, or fotscs
They are ak powerlul an they are s
mhd to kill stock from sheer iurder
e Ins and nothing else, an they gel
dom eat but a trifle gut of the neck or hame:
il keldom retuen to e sihme caresss 1wl
but go off and kill a fresh animal, eat o
¢ e oh to another sSomet|mes
hey ®UI as high as half a dogen head In a
night.”

How da they get at it, Mackey, do they
run them down ™

cither,

aRing

“Hardly evoer They get elose down
the ground on their bellles and erawl slowly
i by degr  an an unsa tine stenr r
hicirse, 1 when clore i give . run
el g and hamxiring poor animal
] | the skillod surgoon could witl
I They wenorally hunt in pairs
it ne hne hamstrong his victin, the

it his throal It takes them: but
v Ehort Ume o et the Boast down and kil
! 1

4 thire beeti any Killed rognd here thi

i A
oviril Gigs Itndslph LA LA T
trapper Eandy wrot up a vear ago in hl
Huoms [ the Canvasback” serles in The
P oe—and an Englishman named John Wrikht
have Killed several this winter, anld covates
hadger, sKunk, rat and other varmint anill

you chi't rest Chus and Johin have by
trapping 1 In omr countey all winter
They've kot a shuek noar Hamilton's and are
shootin® for the market now And, 1 say
Samdy,” turning roumd in the wagon and
facing me, “'don't you fail to have Gus tell
yon 'hont kilin® O Limpy s

O Limpy—whoso Ol Limpy?" 1 in
terrmsedd

“Well, slr, Ol Limpy le, or was, rayther
the g pray woll in all these hills—he's
boon hir YOurs nnd years, and thore s
hot o trapper or ranchman within a hondred
miles who has not wasted weoks: and months
fryin® to Ktk him: but they couldn't oom
it—thnt l&, not until the lost week In Peh
ruary, when Gus and John, after a week's
cliaee, got hidm cornersd aver on the Blue
and gave Wim hid guletus He wneg n pow
erfil Dlg fellow, and tils Wide, grizely white
¢ 0 bute, and 1 reckon It I8 worth soie
money Lo anvhody who wants an extra goml
spoecimen., Gus aml Jolin get 226 bounty fot
every big wolf they kill, and generaliy the
stockmen chip in and make up quite a de-
cent rewatd on the side Bat Gus'll el
you all abowt It when yon go over to his
ghinek =ome evening''

It was now afternoon, amd we had crossed
the Just rldge of hitlls givs one ere we reschod
the valley of Gooke lak s where In March, ',
the Inwyer and 1 made the biggest kil of can-
vishack ever mude In the state of Nebraeka,

The rays of the sun had beon growing
warmer and warmer, and the gentle winls
balmier and balinicr, as the day advapesd, snd
when we finnlly struck the head of the valley
above mentioned, the beautiful bhad  almost
entively disappeared from the earth. White
splotehes,  dotting  the universal greenish
hirown here and there, alone remalned, and
there was every Indication that a spell of de-
lHghtiul spring weather was upon s,

"Hello!  there goes a skank—there's a
chanee for you to digtingulsh yoursell, Mr
Shmeral* and Mackey pointed to the little
inlmal as he war waddling away through the
short buffale grass,

But he was on my side, and 1 was out first
amd Lefever In hond tock after him, He was
making for the selvage of tall rushes and
reddds off two or three hundred yards, and
hampers]l with o bilg ulster T saw that he
would reach there before T could get cloge
cnough for o pgoad shot. 8o 1 stopped and
Tet him have [t ot long range. He halted in-
stantly at the report of my plécs and hiy
beautiful bushy tall, bristling cut to Its fullest
dimenslons, was hoisted over his stripsd back,

I didn’t go any farther, but turning, made
my way back to the wagon involved In an
atmosphere that bore no suspleion (o new
mown hay or the delicnte fragrance of red
clover,

But about skunks. Of all fur-bearing anl-
mils, save the muskrat, they abound in the
litke region of the sandhils the most plentiful,
amd are n considerable sourcy of revenue to
the trapper.

The skunk 18 n pretty animal in his glossy
garment of black and white, the proportion
of which colors varlzs with the age and condi-
tivn of the indivilual, In many there Is but
little white fur; In others broad streaks ex-
tend the whole length ‘of the bady, The adult
anlmuel meaiurr s rome hing (var twenty Inches
in length, and the tail, which 18 his crowning
glory, from  ®even to  nlne Incties,
It is véry linshy and when the
animul is moving  looks much larg.r
than it really Is. ‘They live in holes In
the ground near some rushy lake shore, and
snubsist upon the young and cggs of all kinds
of birds, on gophers, tender grasses, rowbuis

and snnd cherries. Frequentiy they
make Inroads ngiinst the ranchmnn’s
hennery—when they are provid nt

enough 1o awn one—and orente sad |

havoe with Both eggs ond fowls. When un-
malested they will remain for months and
years without giving any symptom of their
pressnee by the emlesion of the offenslve
fuid for which they nre infamous, This fact
alone proves how ludlerous |8 the belief that
the uring of this animal is the soures of s
disgusting fetor. If this wns s0, the whaole
scope  of territory Mt frequents would  be
rendered wlmost uninhabitable to creatures
of every other specles.

Another quarter of 4 mile and Goose lake,
like n white sheet, spread before us, A floek
of pintalls ariee with thelr plaintive piping
from the off nearer orm of lee, as we ap-
proached, and bore over the sandhills to the
south,

“There's the ltile Island,” exclaimed the !

lawyer, cnthusiastically, pointing  out to
Charlic a small elrcular tuft of reeds and
Nags in the lower central portion of the lep-
bound laks, *“from which 1 killed my first
canvasback—""

“And had your litle bon-fire! curlously
quizzed the brewer, with a wink al me,

"The yery same—but 1 say, Sandy, will
you ever forget the first morning we pulled
up over there and gazed out over thoss lovely
waters?  Wasn't thut a time for you—sixty-
threo canvasback in two  hours' shooting!
Will It ever happen again®*

Plearant  indeed  was  the  retrospectinn
opentd up by BIlly's Interrogations. and 1
would fain have lingered there in blesssd

memory and dreamed over and over ogain |

the happy hours we spant together there
Another hall hour and we pulled wp  at
Hamilton's, and found Canvasback Laodge
yawning wide open to receive us, everything
ny heat and (idy as the most Eerupulous

Hnen on the beds to polished puncheons [n
the floor,

“This Is a palace!' ejneulpted the brower.
s he stoold In the center of the Httle sod
room, divesting himself  of overvoats and
wrape, and indeed It was, at least i the

| Hght of three palr of visual orguns

| |
present marquis of Queensherry rtles, for

professional conteste, are Inadequate and dif-

ferent referees put different Interpretations

upon them.

In New York Johnny Rekhardt easlly leads
ist of cothpetent referces, whicl ie, how:

¥ limitrd. Frank Stevenson, Jimmy

! Arroll and Charey White nake fir referees

Fim Hurst, the precsent official of the Sea-
#dn Athlvtle olib, ln an anprejodiced, falr-
minded mun agd & capable referee. So s
Honest John Kelly, wh ol the Dorbett-
Mitchell fight In Jacksony A Veat Ago
mton N also bokst of some exesllent
Ariong them are Jimmy Colville
T Willlame, Doe O°Connpell and John

Kelliher Colville has had an  experiéncs
| ~
| with pugllists over twenty-five years and is a

referee after the wtyl
Fhitlinlelphia has

f Al Smith
ceeptable men, who

have had much experlonce ag referpes The
most noted are Jimmy MoHale, Jack Fogarty
Billy Molean and Jack Moiyinald, In Chi-
chga Georige Sller §g tl tar, and he f8 2
ool o anid falr enongh to declde any
ne's money on & mil I'rivf. Ity of Now
Orleans s the BN as n treforese of finish
LT In th far wost we have Hank |

| Seeley, Prof. Jolin B, Darnes. good old Sandy

Griewold of The Omaha Hee and Bat Master

Penver I'lis Inst quartet are very
| polnts of the gan
Xer not arcept elther of
In looking for more than an even
Lioutis Willin Grean,®' tho Jomsg
lamies of the profession, s nost capahl
man for referecing o conte if any kind
Maxwoll More 15 the best reteree of amateur

baxing  In the couptry, and  Prof. Mike
onovan would make a good sll-arcund ref
sprec I e would decept offers made him,

Breery Gusts from the Ball | 4 EHO B

i Oor can make up
your minil that
there  will be a
preat erowd at th
ball park this after.
noon, the weather
belng favorable
There never haos
been more  interest
manfested o th
pame than Is ob
Bervable on ol
hinds taday, Thie aueurs great things for

the ehamplonship soason,  Tho entivre teim
I# row here with the excoption of Darby and
Hulin, In retalnimg wihom the janisenent
I8 golng to experionce conshlerable trouble,
ad Kankas Clty and Minneapolls olalm e
in the eleventh  hour, However, Omiahin's
chaness are good for securing arbhy, anywiy
The men signed will be divided into two
teadns this afternoon, the veteraus opposcil
to the youngsters, and |t will be a fine op

portunity to get  a lne en the playiog
strength of the outfit,

The management hns wisely concluded to
again hove o “ladies’ day' this season, and
Thurkdays have been designated as the days
on which the falr ones will be ndmitted e
In muny eitles this vear ladies will be ad
mitted friée throwghout the season, but for
good mnd obvions reagons the loeal manage
ment will be unable to grant such extensive
concesslons.  They very properly think that
one diey ench week bg enough, and that will
be their programy through the season.  Of
viptrse the presence of the ladies adds much
to the pleasure of a game of ball and thi v
will be especlally catered to at the Charles
street  grounds, everything belng done for
thedr convenlence and pleasure that the man
ngement can o

The new uniforms arrived Friday. They
come from Spanlding's, in Chicags, and are
s nent and natty as can bo.  White capes,
shirts and trousers, with rod belts, stockings
and trimmings,  Kept In serupulously neat
condition, us Captain Walsh will Insist upon,
no pretiler or moere pleturesque dress could
b selected,

Messrs. Howe and MeVittie are propiring
for an extra demonstration In honor of the
opening of the chumplonship season, whieh
tukes place Thursday, May 2, with Quiney
A street parade by the two teams in uniform
and county and e¢ity ofMelals and prominent
eitizeng, In carriages, all headed by the bar-
racks band, will be the signal feature. At
the grounds spreches will be expected from
Hon. John M. Thurston, Mayor Bomie, Gov-
ernor Holeomb, and others, the whole to b
interspersed  with cholee solections by the
band. Promptiy at 8:15, Montana Ward will
ciall play, and the race of 1805 begin.

The team will be kept on the hustle from
now on until the scason opens, and there will
be plenty of chane afferid for seeing the
boys In the lmbering ap process. On  off
days they will riport regularly, morning
and afternoon, at the park, and put through
i systematle course of tralning, Wulsh I8 o
firm believer in preparation on the Held—in
actual contests with Lat and ball, and can Lo
depended on to get the very best work they
ars capable of out of his men. Noxt Sundoy
St Jog will be hers for thr nes, on the
Lith, 12th and 13th. Manager Gatewood (s
extremoly ambitious to down the representn-
tives of his native burg, but can he do it?
That Js the questlon, Following 8t. Joe,
Jimmy Muanning's Cowhoys will  be here
They come an the 19th, 20th amd 21st, ani
Graszhopper Ulrich says wo'll get two of
e, The Kansas Clivs this season, so |t
looks on paper, nyway, not nearly up to
the standard of gontle James® usunl mab, He
hns a lot of “unhiard ofs" this year, and
Omilia should be more than able to hold
her own with them. On the ad, 24th and
20th the Lincoln Haymakers will loom wp
and If anybody thinks that the clever Buck
erino hnsn't got a team, the quicker he dis-
abuser his mind of the delusion the better
it will be for him. 1 am vever mieh on the
tip, but It looks as if Duek has much more
than o “peep-in** this year. His team s
unquestionabily very strong. These gamoes
will very likely cunstituts all of the anti-
season. professional exhibition games that will
be offered here, for on the 26th Coptuin
Walsh and lis merry braves will tako a
Hitle swing around the clrele themsclves,
Bolng to 81, Joos, Kunaus Clty and the village
down on 8alt ereck for return games. They
will be absent untll the 18t of Muay, petting
back home fust in time to throttle the Yullow
boys from I1llinols on the inaugural day,

The boys have all shown up falrly well In
practice, O Huteh, the Girasshopper, SBhaf
and Whalen displaying especinl eleverness
Captain Walsh has knocked off fiftern pounds
of his winter surplusige and fs playing his
position with all his old thine ginger. Slugle
g & little fellow, but like the drummer's
best glrl, oh, my! He runs lke a de YT
flelils and throws admirably. But it s b A1y
falr to presume to comment on the Individual
strongth of the team at this time, Walt!

A sweathox has boen put in at the clul
houss on the grounds wuch 1o the sullafac-
ton of all the players, After their dally ex-
erelse now, they all indulge In I, then ro-

| oelve w vigorous rubdown, which obyinies the

ahances of catelhing culd 100 per cent, (Mher
iprovemonts gre belng made In anid about
the club bouse and in thme It will be on
Of the model institutions of it Wind. I s
hoped  that  Managers Rowe  angd M-

Thete are a 1ot of oll-time crackers in Little
Nick's sgeregation, and 1\:\ respect o batting,
fielding and base rungihs'it iy by

n Png odds
| the beel bulanced temmr In the " s

Brintest weakness will De on the rabber
®inb, hut they claim teat this defleloney will
be remedicd before ¢ firet chumplonehip

game I8 ealled 1 thigk the tesm that belts
the old Jeagues gangfout will be, anyway
nne, two, three,

In a little over three weeks the elght

teams will be started off en what promises
to be the greatest champlonship #ace in all

the minor leagues The pace feom  the
start will be a merry ope. and Omaba will
make a mad «ffort to set it There are ni

selling pliaters In the Oeld, and It will be a
lively scamper form the frst clang of the
Kong

The Omahogs should be pattioulatly strong

in base rutining thin  season In 2haffer
Blagle and Miles the teum bhas added u trl
2R 1 things In thix Jine These thr
with Uleieh, Walsh and Whalen, oy
f whom can clirele the bagy without =

1 dingram,. mnke Y rowd
Hkely t pive prosing catcliers a

nid Cholly Knleker

i from Mitladeiphla
ol vut HKe a brace
t bl i men, Slaf in
mt and nobby tweed suit,
#F in an upprr Chestnul
siroel daolmuan very latest shmd
Both are locking fine and feellnge fner
have ovidentiy not been exposed (o the Flgors
of the pist winter, with its attendant mena
{ snow balle They will make a pir of
dils on favorites

Jimnle Catnvan, the old Omaha gradunte
hees playved g st game with (he Cinelnnatl
topim.  From now on Jimmide will &iiine as
momber of Moannger  Wuiking' Indinnapolis
agrregation,  Jimmile arrived here nlght bo-
fore list from his home in Massaohusoits,
=ays Harry Weldon of the Clnelnnatl dn
quirdr.  He was accomparded by his wile.
Mianager Watking hail s short thlk  with
himy ool personded him that @ was better (o
g0 to Indioooglis, whore he would get to
plny regularly, than to siay with the Heds,

whoere he would be utility man.  Canavan
thonght so, too, and asked for his releas:
It was granted, and he will Joln the Hooslers
toilny No  player that ever ware the red

and white of the Cinclnnutl eluh was ever
more popilar than Canavan.  He bns played
Il this ety off anil on for the past five years
Ho will leave n host of feiends bohind him
who will wish bhim well in his new plae

It I8 =afe to say that Canavan will be right
Uy onsthe Decls of the top-noteh socond basi

man in the Western league, The seeond bose-
man  that beats Jimmie will earry off the
honers,  Manueer Watkins made a tensstrike
in securing him.,

Charlle Shaffer will be Omaha's  star
concher this seascm o is aobied, as all the

il prianks can well testify,  Ulrleh says
Charlle hag a voleano of scething sarcasm,
vituperation and mulliga'awiny natled up in
hits manly chest, but that (it will beloh forth
In true druptive style the moment the dewmn
Laps,

The accompanying cut was made from an
instantaneous photo made of old Huteh when
he first went te bat Friday afternoon. Tt
s Tifelike and reflects much eredit on the
artist,

The Hayden DBrosc are represented by a
string team made up exclusively of their
employes, and they challenge any team in
the ety to meet them for a scrles of games,
Today they play the Jounson Jays and next
Sunday a team from Fort Omnhia. The per-
sofinel of the team: Luee, first; O'Connos,
seeond; Pyfe, third; MeQormuck, short; Tlied
son, piteh; Swanson, eatgh; Sonneborn, right ;
Jchngon, left, and Foster, middle, Swanson,
the enteher, s a erackerjock and Hanlon of
the Baltimores wants to give him a trial.

The Wileox & Draper ghoe house will be
represented on the dlnmond thig year by the
Etrompest tearm of colored players ever or-
ganized In the west, ns will be seen by the
following Hst: Joe Miller, piteh; Vaseo Gra-
ham, cateh; 1. Lewis, first; George Hubanks,
wond ;. Gecrge Woud, short; Banner Keen
third: Wiillam Halle, left; Danger Tolberi,
middle; Walter Parvis, right, and George
Taylor, substitute,

On the Lake and in the Fleld,

If there Is any ene who Is getting more
ducks than J, €, Green and George Morris
Just at present ground Omaha they are all
fight. They got eleven yesterday and in the
three or four days they have been out have
bapged about forty, They manage th skip
out in the morning and come back at night,
penerally with about®a dogen or so. Mr
Green is 64 years old, but can show lots of
the young hloods how to wade and put out
tecovs, handle a boat or anything pertaining
tr hunting, He is also a good shot,

Charlle Blendorf and Fred Fuller made a
fine bag of geese and ducks up the river o
few  days ago—forty in  all—twenty-seven
ducks and thirteen geese,

Judige Chapman, Clerk of the Courts Deer-
Img and Byron Clarke of Plattsmouth, and
Dr. 4. B, Hungate of Waloo, left for the
ducking grounds north of Irwin Thursday
alternoon, to be gone several weeks.

Associnted Press Agent Garnett Porter an:d
Night Clty Editor Roger Constuntine Craven
of The Bez put in o morning at Cut-Off re-
cently, bagging four birds, a brace of mal-
lards and a brace of redheads,

With 1ho Trotters and Vacers,

Omaha and Council Bluffs are to witness
eeveral first-clogs racing sessiong this yvear,
that at the state falr undoubtedly belng the
most important. The Councill Bluffs horse-
men are making preparations for a bly run-
ning  meeting at Unlen park in June and
also o trotting and pacing sesslon luter in the
summis.

The following dates, which have been
ptmed by western cities, will be  found
wurth fillng by loeal horsemen

Renville, Minn., June 12-14.

Independence, Ju., June 17-22,

Oshikosh, Wig, June 25-28,

Rod Onk, June 25-39

Janeaville, Wis., June 27-30.

Lemars, la., July 15

Grand Hapids, Mich,, July 1.5

Sparte, Wis, July 24

Terre Haute, Ind., July 2-4,

Minnsepolls, July 1-4;

Glendive, Mont,, July 4-6,

-—
—_—

to was Inflammation of the bowels. As l‘

Z-yerr-old Ralph Wilkes was purehased by
Colonel Thayer for $35,000 and his estimated
valiie Lefore P flied was $150,000. He stood
it the head of the grdat Wikes family, bein
the fastest of them  all Rnly Wae E
chestnut and was foaled In 1589 being 6
years: old Hy was by Red Wilkes, the
Erenter son of Grorge Wilkes. His dam was
Mary Mays, by Mambrino Patohen, the groat-
Nl Elee of brood mares. He made & wonder-
ful record Jast wear, He won the Charter
Ok wiakes ut Hartford Anegust 20, of 36,000
over a fiell of cléven starters, making the last

v i 2108, the fastest mile pver trotisd
for the Charter Oak wtakes. Hin defent last
year In the Transslvanla stakes was due
mere to the incompetency of the starting
Judee thiun the Nerse, 4o he was scoring for
an hour and twen!y minutos,

Strathmore, one of the fow remaining rons
of Hambletoninn 10, died last woek He was
foaled in 1866 and leaves a grand st of

performing sons and danghters to Keep frosh |

s memory

Btk Kneehs wias nt the Merchant's hotol a
aple of duys this woek

At Kaneas Clty, Mo, lnst woek DIodd Dohl
wrlill he Intended o deive the horses of h
stable In wll thelr races this yoar

Shadeland Onward 2151, Egbertine 20101
anil Rventime S00% hoave arrived at their | wi
tiew home at Wabash, Ind

The Omahn Driving Park associntion must
Eot to work on thelr track nt onee and keep
at It until Anished iF they expeot to get it in
snything llke respectable conditlon for the
wipte falr races, It Is o proverb that 4 good
track will bring good horsos

W. A. Paxton, na fow davs, will transport
hig string of hirses to Galesburg, 110, for
preparition, Bty will nndoubtedly have one
of the very best stablee 1o be foumd In the
wholy ¢ountey thils sehron They will make
the vntire bl elreult, ¢lvar dJoawn to Npsh
ville Al Fullager will do Mr Paxton’s
driving.

Clinton Driges hns returned from Red Oale,
In,, whete he wont to look after that grand
fellow  Alamito, who s now In the handa
of Moreis Jones and recolving i regular Jou
worke dally.  Monrce Sallsbory will pssume
charge of Mr, Driggs” grest horgspe an =001
08 hoecones enst o wityy HiE Callfornia siringe,
nnd will tnke him throvwgeh the gerand elrenlt
IT Mamito stays right Salisbury will mark
him down o 207 or hetter

The Dieiving park people would seore a ten
astrike hy employing George Swikart or som

ther peeod man (b take hnmediate charge
thile affalrs on the grounds, There & no
thne 1o be lost,  Every hour Detween now

ind Bepretmber 1w very preclogs and shunlid b
Improved.

Nat Hrown, cne of the leading loenl tarf
men, ha ipped Tgnns Fatuus, 2:20%, and
Mary, 2:20%, out to Denver tor Dick Tilden.

Andy MeDowell has renewed Yils contract
with Salisbury.

A4 Robert J. has been kept in race form
during hi= stuy In California, and 1&g now 7
years olil, it can scarcely be expected thot
the little gelding will be able o enrry every-
thing before him as he dil last season
Ohamplons do not st nowadayvs as they did
when Florn Temple and Goldgmith Mahd were
on the turf, and it fx even predicted that
Allx will meet Ner mnteh thin year, gays the
New York Times,

Ed Geers, J. A, Dustin, Jotin Dickerson
and Orrin Hickok have engaged stalls al the
Terre Houte, Inid., track. Dustin i8 expected
cast with Directam on April 1, while Diek-
orson and Goers will ship together and are
not expeeted before May 1.

- ——

AN UNLULKY PossUM,

The Sad Story of a I'ossam Twiee Cnught
mou Hleink Teap,

A new track has appeared upon the snow
In my nelghborhood  here on the Hudson
within the past few years, It Is n strange
track, and suggests some small  deformed
human hand. If the dwarls or persons we
read of in ehildhood were to walk abroad in
winter they might leave such an Imprint be-
hind them as this,

This track, which we seldom see later than
December, 8 made by the possum. This
animal Is evidently multiplying in the land
and 18 extending its range northward,  Ten
Yours a they were rarely found hers, ani
now they are very eommon, [ hesr that
they are very abundant and troublesome on
parts of Long Island. The hind foot of the
possum has a scrt of thumb that opposes
the other toes, and 1t I8 the imprint of this
member that louks so stranee, The under
slde of the foo! is ns naked as the human
hand, and this adds o the novel look of the
track in the snow.

Late in the fall my hired man set a teap
In o hole In hopes of catching a skunk, but
Instead he cavelit a possum by one of jts
fore foet. The poor thing was badly erippled
and he kept It In n barrel for a couple of
weeks and fed I to ey and mnke nmends
for the Injury he had done 1, Then he gave
It its freedom, thoygh the injured foo! hed
healed but little;

Soon after he t his trap In the same hole,
and to his annoyance cought the possum
again, this time by one of the hind fert, He
hrought the quiet, uncompliining  ereature
to me by lts prehensile tall, and asked me
what should be done with or for it. I con-
cluded to muke n hospitel for It in one cor-
ner of my study, 1 made a nest for it behind
a plle of magiazines und fed and npursed It
tar several wieks It never made a gound
or showed the least uneasiness or sign of
suffering that I was aware of In ol that
tme, DBy day it slept curled up in its nest
If digturbed, it did not “play possum,”™ that
is, did not felgn sleep or death, but opened
its mouth and grinned up at vou in a sort
of comieal Idlotle way., At nlght it lobbld
about the study and ate the meat and cake
[ hnd placed for it,  Scmetimes by day It
woulldl come out of the corner and eat food
under the lounge, eating viry much after
the manner of & phg, though not so grevdily,
Indeed all its motions were very glow, ke
those of the ekunk.

The skin of the possum s =aid to he fetid
40 that a dog will oot toueh them, A dog
s always susplelous of an anlmal that shows
no fear and makes no attempt 1o get out of
it way. This fetldness of the possum |8 not
dpparent 1o my sense,

Aftor n while my patient began to be
troublegome by  climbing  upon  the  bosk
shelves and Inspecting the books, go [ von
eluded to discharge him from the hospiin,
One night T earrled bim  to the open door
by his tail, put him down uwpon the door
dill, and told him 1o go forth. He hesitated.
Iooked baek tnto the warm rvoom, then out
Into the winter pleght, then thonglit of his
malmed feet, and of traps in holes where
unsuspecting  poesums lve, and eould pot
rech w decisicn, "Come,” 1 sald, "1 have
done all 1 can for you; go forth and shift
for youreelf.” Slowly, like a very old man,
he climbed down out of the door, and dis
appeared in the darkness. 1 bhave no doubt
he regalned his freedom with a sigh,  Jt is
highly probable that 0 o trap 15 set In Wi
way agaln that he will put his fast o It as

Chalfant & Coa, which was
the first to use nataral gas for fael, has gone
back to the use of coal,
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SHERMAN & McCONNELL,

1513 Dodge Street.

Dining Room

Furniture.

China Closets, $14.50 up.

Elegant Assortment of Sideboards,

Extension Tahles and Chairs.

DEWEY & STONE

Furniture Co.,

lll")._lli? Illsarljafi_Street.
DOCTO
™ SEARLES
& SEARLES

TIREA I‘ 11 I-:\"l'. BY MALL, Consultation Hres
Woe cura Catarrh, all dise (ses of ths
| Nosu, Throat, Chest, Stomach, Liver, |
Blood, 8kin and Kidney Diseases, Fe-
male Woaknesses, Lost Manbood, and

ALL PR VATE DISEASES 0OF MEN.

e —— ]
“»““‘v‘\\“"
Infants’
Complete
Outfits

-
Ladies’
Wedding
Wardrobes

Undervwenr
Made to Order
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e, SCHULZ & CO,,
|
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Dars Sehali MMy Ca B Waahingten B, 110400,
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| BREAKFAST - SUPPER,

EPPS’S

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING,

COCOA

{ BOILING WATER OR MILK,
| —

et

PATRONIZE

HOME  INDUSTRIES

By purchnsiag goods made at the following
Nebroska factorivs,  If you eannot find what
yYou want, communicats with the manufac-
turers a8 to what dealers handle their goods:

_

BAGS, BURLAI® AN TR INE,

e e e P O A ST
BEMIS OMAHA BAG CO.

Manufacturers of all kinds of eotton & burlap
bags, cotton focr sacks & twine a speclalty.
w4 RIG-Blh 8. 1lih-at.
BREEIKEFAST MOD, PLOUR, YEAST,

WM. PRESTON & (v.

Manufacturers of Preston’s Callfornia Flakes,
Sichde brong el rslsing Hlour & yeast. Do you
ume "l‘l"llilrl'l vete flour?

—

BREEWERIES
e v ey
OMAHA BREWING ASSOCIATION,
Car loud shipments made In our own refrigerntoy
cars. Dlue Ribbon, Elite Export, Viennn Export,

and Family Bxport, delivered to ull parts of clty.
E —

CARRIAVGE PACTORIES,

FROST & HARRIS.

Carrlage & Wogon Makers. Carrlages, bugsles,
pliietons & wagons always on hand & mado to
order, 1213-16 Harncey-st.,, Omoha,
= —= — =
CUOFEEY ICES, BAKING POWDER.
R e e e
CONSOLIDATED COFFEE CD,,
Coffee Ronsters  Eplee Grinders, Manufacturers
German Naking Powder and German Dry Hop
Yeanst, W14 and 1416 Hurney-st., Omuahg, Neb,
—_—— = —_

FLOUK.

P e e e e

S. F. GILMAY,

Manufacturer of Gold Afedal Flour,

C. E. Black, Monager, Omaha.
f——— — — e ——
FURNITURE FACTORTES.
et S e _._,_.....:_._ .‘_--—.-.—-w-‘---uv-m

OMAHA UPHOLSTERING (0.
Munufacturers of parlor furniture, lounges, dine
Ing 1ahles & folding beds, 26th ave,, Doyd to
Sililer  strects,

————— |
ICE AND COUAL,

e ————

SOUTH OMAHA ICE AND COAL CO.

Domentle & steam conl. We huve the best. Ofe
flee 1001 Farnam-¢t. Telephone: Ofice 378, yard
L1iie 3. A, Doe. gen') mansger.

——
ERON WORKS,

~ INDUSTRIAL TRON WORKS,
:Il':lllrll:-‘rr:.c“llr-;:mnx. "S!li::lll,lt‘.a: uilﬂn\!llllrrl‘;'.d‘ pﬁsnﬂ‘ﬁ
1

pressens, hangers, shafting & couplings
Howard gt., Omaha.

~ PHOENIX FOUNDRY ©).
Fire hydrants, waler & gns plps, specials; bollep

fropts & Nilings, stroet R'y enr wheels. Archle
tectural lron works., Office 307 8. 16th-sl., Omaha.

" -t ¥ ;
PAXTON & VIERLING IRON WORKS.
MU're of Archiltectural  Iron  Waork, Oeneral
Foundry, Muochine ond Blackemith Work. Epe
Eineers &  Contractors for Flreproof Lulldings,
U:i‘:;ﬁm:md Works, U. P. Ity. & So, 1Tth Blreot,

MINTS,
THE MEACER CHEHICAL COMPANY,
Miunufucturers o fluld extracis, ellxirs, syrups,

compressed triturates, hypadermic {abe
& aclentific medical noveliles. Omahg,

,Il'_-- N I"!-'F"l'f'ﬂl:\'ld -(‘H K

MA B TIINS IS

s, ('JH!H..
L. G DOLP,
Manufacturer Matirewses, Spring Heds; Jobhep
Feathon and Pillows, North th and Nicholas

Hiw. Oimaba,

o
[ THE NONPAREIL.

THE NONPARELL MACARON], VERMICILAL

| and Noodie fuetory, Ho E. cor, With und Waebsler.
Huecosnorn 1o the German-Amerienn. Ak fop
| our gomls.  They are the bost,

NIGUT WAaTeH, FIRE SERVICE,

TAMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH,
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